Great Stupa

of Universal Compassion

THE GREAT STUPA LIBRARY

MISSION

The Great Stupa Library provides free and open access to learning resources, specialising in the
connection between Buddhism and science. It serves as an international centre for interfaith
dialogue, study, and the sharing of wisdom across Buddhism, science, and other world religions and
philosophies.

WHY BUDDHISM, INTERFAITH & SCIENCE?

Lama Yeshe envisioned a library at the Great Stupa to encourage research, study, and dialogue across
various faiths and contemplative traditions. In 2007, His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama blessed the
Great Stupa as a Stupa for World Peace, endorsing its role in fostering harmony and understanding
between faiths. In 2015, Lama Zopa Rinpoche reaffirmed the library’s focus on the interface of
Buddhism, science, and interfaith harmony.

The library advances this vision by providing a dedicated space for sharing knowledge, promoting
peace and compassion, and enriching understanding through collections and programs.

AIMS

e Develop as a centre of excellence on Buddhism, science, and interfaith dialogue by:

« building a broad collection on Buddhism, religion, science, and interfaith understanding

« connecting with global organisations and networks of experts in wisdom traditions and
philosophical disciplines

» attracting scholars, researchers, and those interested in the intersection of Buddhism and
science

« hosting programs that foster dialogue, learning, and teaching

« offering free public access to its collection
e Serve as an interpretative centre for visitors to the Great Stupa of Universal Compassion

e Maintain an archive of the Great Stupa’s history, including items of cultural and religious significance.
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DEVELOPMENT

The library was established in 2016, with a Board, Constitution, and Advisory Committee. Initially
housed in a nearby refurbished building, it moved in April 2023 to a new purpose-built facility inside
the Great Stupa. The library is funded by endowment from the Ribush family, with financial
assistance given by the state government and private donors.

The collection, largely built through donations, has been catalogued and is available online. The
library includes archival compactus storage, space for growth, and comfortable areas for study and
group learning.

FACILITIES

e Purpose-built library, archive storerooms, and seminar space

¢ Comprehensive collections on Buddhism, science, world religions, and interfaith dialogue
¢ Free public facilities and online catalogue

¢ Print, multimedia, and digital resources

¢ Archival and cultural materials, including Great Stupa history

e Research and study areas, public talk spaces, and exhibition areas

o Friendly staff and volunteers.
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